INDOOR STUDIES

Igdrasil. Such writers were Emerson and Carlyle
Such a writer is not Mr. Arnold, though his func-
tion as pruner and cultivator of the tree is scarcely
less in importance.

Disinterestedness is to be demanded of the critic,
but the creative imagination may have free play
within the limits of a strong intellectual bias. The
charm and value of Darwin is his disinterestedness,
but Darwin is a critic of the scheme of creation: he
is interested only in finding and stating the largest
truth, in outlining the theory that will cover the
greatest multitude and the widest diversity of facts.
But the charm and value of such a writer as Abraham
Cowley, or Mr. Ruskin, or our Thoreau, is largely
given by a peculiar moral and mental bias. It Is
Thoreau's stoicism and vehement partiality to na-
ture that gives his page such a fillip and genial pro-
vocation. And what would Mr. Ruskin be without
his delightful onesidedness and bright unreason-
ableness ?

Few men eminent in literature have been free
from some sort of bias. Arnold himself has the
academic bias. There is in him a slight collegiate
contemptuousness and aloofness which stands a
little in the way of his doing full justice, say, to the
nonconformist, and to the bereaved mortal who
wants to marry his deceased wife's sister, and In
the way of his full acceptance by his countrymen,
to which he is justly entitled. Was he not also
164 fertilises the very roots of the troe
